Origin of Caste.                 239

The Brahman being the first-born, having sprung from
the mouth of the Supreme, and being the rightful
possessor of the Veda, is the chief of the whole creation.
The birth of a Brahman is said to be an incarnation of
Dharma (religion). Whatever exists is the wealth of
the Brahman, since he is entitled to all by his primo-
geniture and pre-eminence; and it is through his
benevolence that other mortals enjoy life. His ideal
inherent qualities are quiescence, self-control, devotion,
purity, patience, rectitude, secular and sacred knowledge,
the recognition of spiritual existence and the disposition
to serve Brahma. The Brahman is the first-born by
nature, the twice-born by the sacrament of investiture
with the sacred thread, the deity on earth by his divine
status.

According to the same scripture, the Brahman is
superior to law, even to moral law, when it clashes with
his worldly interests; and though it is disgraceful for
him to be a hired servant, he may without hesitation
take the property of a Sudra. The gradations of
punishment for offences according to the caste of the
offender is most startling to one trained under just and
equitable laws; e.g. a priest shall be fined five hundred
(panas) if he slander a Kshatriya, twenty-five if he
slander a Vaishya, twelve only if he slander a Sudra.
In like manner a crime against a man of his own caste
by a Sudra is a venial offence; but a similar offence
committed against a man of a higher caste is pro-
portionally greater. And should a Sudra through
pride venture to give instructions to priests concerning
their duty, let the king order hot oil to be dropped into
his mouth and ears. An adulterer of the Brahman
class might suffer the loss of his hair; but a similar
offender, if a Sudra, must forfeit his life. Whatever a